Acute rheumatic fever in human immunodeficiency virus infection.
A 25-year-old homosexual man with a childhood history of rheumatic heart disease presented with painful joints, fever and chest pain. He was diagnosed as having acute rheumatic fever and was found to be HIV antibody-positive. His illness responded to conventional treatment but he had a persistently low CD4 lymphocyte count and was started on zidovudine. Interpretation of the significance of a low CD4 lymphocyte count is problematic in a patient with coincident rheumatic fever and HIV infection as both conditions can cause CD4 lymphopenia.